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Gmnd-Digue participating, the Kent County Mus;
on mnto the 1960%s. It expanded to four
French-speaking adjudicators. These came

In 1967. Canada’s Centennial
m its syllabus. A number

competition leading to the
National Finals of the Centenary Festival in Saint John, N.B. in July. Tt is
interesting to note that the Judge for Déclamatio

n (recitation) in Bouctouche
that year, was Sister Antonine Maillet

Carleton County

In the autumn of 195] , the Carleton County Women’s Institutes (W.L)decided

lo organize a competitive music festival for their area. T

hey may have been
e

ncouraged to take this action by community meetings with David Thomson,
the New Brunswick Superintendent of School Music. They may also hav‘e
gotten the idea from Restigouche chapters of WI. who would have reported,

atannual WL conferences, about their sponsorship of the Restigouche Music
Festival which had started in 1948.

The first Cadeton County Music Festival (CCMF) was a 2-day leg\/ggt, f;f}i(:
in the Legion Memorial Hall in Woodstock, May 13 and 14, .
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FIRST ANNUAL
Carleton County

- MUSIc FEsTIvaL
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Legion Memorial Hall
WOODSTOCK, N.B.

May 13 and 14, 1952
Sponsored by the

Carleton County Women's Institutes

" ADJUDICATOR
Professor John Peterson

Official Program Price 10c
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adjudicator was Professor John Peterson, a graduate of the Teachers’ College

m Fredericton. He had been supervisor of music for the towns of Charlotte
Countv. N.B.. since 1935.

Protessor Peterson heard 39 classes in the two days, which must have been
quite demanding for him, considering that some classes, such as 10 and under
Piano. had 22 entries. The number of classes was about equally divided
among solo piano, solo voice and choirs (school, church, service clubs) with
the addition of a few duets, and other instruments (trumpet, violin). Most
compeutors were children but there were adult choirs.

The festival was financed by the sale of tickets, programmes and entries plus
local merchants who placed advertisements in the programme. In 1952,

these receipts amounted to $843.25 which was more than enough to cover
the costs of the 2-day event.

Of course, the major expenditure of such an undertaking was the time and
effort on the part of volunteers to organize the festival and see it through. This
Was a project of the Carleton County Women’s Institutes and
all the volunteers. All officers and committee member

tontrast to many of the other early festivals
were held by men, for the most part.

they provided
S were women, in
where the executive positions

I'he people involved in the first Carleton County Music Festival were:
Mvr\.lJ.E:J. Patterson, President, Mrs. H.W, Bradley, Secretary, Mrs. Robert
Watson, Treasurer. The first 2 of these, along with Mrs, George Orser, Mrs.
Howard 7 homas, Mrs. Roy Adams and Mrs. Roy Hunter formed the Festiv
Committee, Another key person at that time was Mrs. A.D. McCain
of Harrison and Wallace McCain) who was
Was apparent]

al
(mother
responsible for Advertising. She
Y very successful in that position, as records show that income
ing constituted about one-third of total revenues each year
neen years that the W.I. organized this festival. Mrs Howard
Chair of the “House” committee in that first year and held
other Positions, including President, over the years until 1968, when she was
Presented with 4 giftin appreciation of 17 years” work with the Music Festival.
At that ume, after the 1968 Festival, the Carleton (
Lo discontinye {he

from advertis
over the seye

homas was

ounty W passed a motion
Festival as no one volunteered to chair the committee.,

1967 was (he year when the CCMF had its largest number of entries — 706.

ldl “_( IPants came from many communities throughout the county. No doubt,
the festivg] would be missed,
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(Ijstrictg were renamed in the 1990’S, the festival in Miramichi Changed from
. The personnel of the newly-

District # 8 to District # 16 Music Festiva . |
named district continued the work of the annual music festival under the

leadership of Rhéal Fournier. Of course, m
active in the festival organization.

hatham Rotary Clubs took over the organizing
d Miramichi Rotary Music Festival. We can
bs are largely responsible for financing
s coming from the benevolent activities
d by people in all of the towns and

any other persons have also been

[n 2002, the Newcastle and C

and operating of the rename
presume from this that the Rotary Glu
the festival with the Clubs’ own finance
they carry out and which are supporte

villages of Greater Miramichi.

entatives from District # 8, then District # 16, now Miramichi Rotary
Festival have been faithful in attending the annual meetings of the NBFME.
They have provided a long-serving Treasurer to the federation in the person
of Rhéal Fournier, originally of Lagacéville, later of Barryville. (Rhéal is a
teacher in District # 16). After 13 years as Treasurer, and still in the position,
Rhéal is certainly among the longest-serving executive officers of the NBFME
As well, he is a solid figure in his own Local Festival, Miramichi Rotary, and
has taken a lot of responsibility when that local hosted the Provincial Finals

in 1996 and 2005.

Repres

Carleton County

The Woodstock Arts Council, formed in 1978, engaged top performe
national and international calibre (eg. Angela Hewitt, The Canadian Brass

for the enjoyment of Carleton Gounty music lovers. They also sponsored
other projects in the region. In 1982, the Council spearheaded fundraising
of $40,000. to buy a grand piano which was housed in Woodstock High

School for the use of the community.

rs of

In 1983, the Arts Council was responsible for the reorganization of the
Carleton County Music Festival. It had been 14 years since the CCME
sponsored by the Women’s Institute, had last functioned. Don and Marg
Beattie, among others, were people who gave their time and energy to botl;
the Woodstock Arts Council and the Music Festival. For vears, the Festival
operated under the auspices of the council and used it.\: tax number tor
charitable donations. Eventually, there became less overlap in membership
of the two groups, the Arts Coouncil becoming just one of many financial
supporters of the Festival. o '
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Ihe Board of School Trustees of District 29 was also very important in the
sovival of the Festival. They supported it by making venues available a
serformance halls and by encouraging the partic ipation of classroom choir

(hroughout the district. Actually, choirs came from some schools in Victoria

(ounty, 100.

After a successful 5-day local festival in April, 1983, the 12" Provincial finals
of the N.B. Federation of Music Festivals were held at Woodstock High
School on May 28. Initially, the Woodstock Arts Council and Mrs, Annette
MacInnis took responsibility for organizing the Finals. Unfortunately, Mrs.
\acInnis lost her battle with cancer before the event took place. Marg Beattie
and the Carleton County Music Festival carried on to see it through. Local
participant, Sally Dibblee performed in the Solo Voice class at Provincials
that year. Allin all, it was a great beginning for the revived festival.

The Carleton County Music Festival takes in the region of Meductic, Debec,
Woodstock, Jacksonville, Jacksontown, Lakeville, Hartland and Somerville.
Occasionally, there are competitors from the upper part of the county
Florenceville, Bristol, Perth-Andover, Centreville) although their own festival
has been revived, as well. In order to accommodate local students who go
away to universities but want to participate in their “home” festival, the
annual competition is usually held in early May each year. One such student,
Jennifer Long, returned, not only to participate (and be recommended to the
National Festival in piano), but also to revive a summer music camp which had
originally been sponsored by the CCMF and the Woodstock Arts Council

Woodstock High School, Community College and United Baptist Church are
the locations for various classes throughout the week. The composition of the
festival has changed over time, with the changes in the educational system.
Formerly, when there were more music specialists in schools, classroom
singing and choirs were very popular, contributing a large proportion of the
participants. During that time, Centennial Elementary School was the venue
for most of the singing classes. Nowadays, there are classes in choral reading
which still encourage participation by school groups. Generally speaking,
though, solo piano elicits the most participation, with band and voice a distant
second.

In. recent years, participants may enter competitive or non-competitive classes
Wlth_ele—r)l participant receiving a certificate. No marks are announced
p_ubhdy but marks are written on individual adjudication sheets and gold,
Sll‘_’" or bronze seals are affixed to certain certificates as decided by the
adjudicator. To be considered for final awards, competitive classes must be
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entered. One final concert is held to showcase the best performances from
the 4-day festival. Gold medals and cash prizes are presented to winners
during the concert. Individuals, businesses and organizations from the
participating communities continue to be generous in their financial support
of the Carleton County Music Festival.

Victoria County

In the early 1980’, a group of people got together to resurrect the Victoria
County Music Festival which had been discontinued at the end of the 1960°s.
The (re)founding committee was made up of school principals of Perth.
Andover and Aroostock areas plus local music teachers and members of the
community interested in the Arts. Music programmes in School District 13
were revived with the hiring of music specialists in some schools. This sparked
an interest in re-establishing a festival. Among others, Trudy Ranger. Don
Dickson, Shawn O’Reagan (school principals), Gail Picket, Nancy McCauley.
Gail Fellows-DeGrace and David Eagan were some of the organizers.

The schools of Perth-Andover, Plaster Rock, Grand Falls and the outlying
areas were all eligible to participate. This implies a bilingual festival, given
that Grand Falls/Grand-Sault is a bilingual town, essentially more French-
speaking than English-speaking. However, the syllabi seem to be only In
English and many of the adjudicators have been unilingual Anglophones.
so it is not obvious that the festival is actually bilingual. A highly-respected
musician from Drummond, Léola Dionne, directed award-winning choirs
back in the 1960’ when the first Victoria County Music Festival was operating
She is still sending students to the present-day festival and they conunue
distinguish themselves. .

As with so many other local festivals, school group participation figured largeh
in the 1980’s but dropped off due to the cutbacks of music specialistsy 1

schools. In the 1990 and continuing prcwnlly, the festival mainly &

ith ~oIK

"
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appearances by school groups- classroom choirs, bands. School Disinet #
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\ \
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CARLETON COUNTY
COMPETITIVE FESTIVAL
OF MUSIC

i

PRESIDENT — Mrs. J. E. J. Patterson
SECRETARY — Mrs. H. W, Bradley

TREASURER — Mrs. Robert Watson

i3

FESTIVAL COMMITTEE COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Mrs. J. E. J. Patterson Mrs. Fred Squires — Ticket
Mrs. Howard Thomas Mrs. Douglas McBride — Program
Mrs. Roy Adams Mrs. A. D. McCain — Advertising
Mrs. George Orser LMWILM Mrs. Howard Thomas — House
Mrs. Roy Hunter Mis. George Kilpatrick — Publicity
Mrs. H. W. Bradley

graduated by the Teacher

for

stan
swic

festival work during those years. During his tr
North Baptist Church and later at First Baptist
of students that toured Newfoundland with grea

o

PROFESSOR JOHN PETERSON
Adjudicator

Professor Peterson received his training in music at Halifax. Later he was
s' College, in Fredericton. He has been superviser of music
e County since 1935 and has had wide experience with
aining in Halifax, he was soloist at
Church. He directed a concert party
t success. Professor Peterson’s under-
makes him one of New Brun-

the towns of Charlott

ding of children and their special needs, musically,
k’s most efficient music teachers.

i

OFFICIAL ACCOMPANISTS

Mrs. Thelma MacEachron Miss Marion Lindsay
Mrs. George True
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